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Dear Madam / Sir,

On behalf of the Interreg Alpine Space programme, we herewith send you a contribution towards
the revision of the GBER, namely article 20.

1. Article 20 should cover all types of Interreg project partners. Currently article 20 covers only
SMEs and this is too limited for Interreg programmes. Typical project partners include also
large enterprises such as some research institutes as well as others that do not fall under
the definition of SME.

2. Article 20 should cover all relevant sectors. Due to Interreg's focus on regional development,
Interreg projects cover a wide range of sectors, including some not covered by the GBER
such as fisheries and aquaculture. Article 20 should be extended to cover all sectors in
Interreg.

3. The permissible aid ceiling should be raised to 85%. Because of the low permissible aid
ceiling of article 20 (50%), programmes currently have to deal with different co-financing
rates for different partner activities. This causes unproportional administrative burden in a
cooperation context. Some Interreg programmes cannot use article 20 at all because of the
low ceiling. The only practical way to simplify would be to raise the permissible aid ceiling for
European cooperation to 85% in order to match the maximum co-financing rates of Interreg
projects.

4. Article 20 should cover all activities co-financed by Interreg. Programmes currently have to
combine article 20 with other articles of the GBER (e.g. RD&I) in order to be able to grant
higher co-financing rates. Adjusting the maximum aid ceiling to 85% would also mean that
article 20 could be used for all activities of Interreg projects.

Thanks in advance for your kind consideration,
The joint secretariat

Stefania Amorosi
JS deputy head
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